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ABN 69 426 628 247
Council of Polish Organizations in the ACT (in)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the Council of Polish Organisations in the ACT Inc.

Saturday 4 December 2010 at the Polish White Eagle Club at 4.00pm

AGENDA

Welcome and opening

Prayer

Check of mandates and quorum

Election of Chairperson 2 assessors and secretaries
Acceptance of the agenda

Minutes of the Special AGM 11 April 2010

1. President’s report

2. Secretary’s report’

3. Treasurer’s report

4. Internal Audit Committee report

Comments to the reports

Motion of Confidence by the Internal Audit Committee
General business,

Date of the next Council meeting,

Close of the meeting.



Minutes of the Special Annual General Meeting of the
Council of Polish Organisations in the ACT Inc. held on 11 April 2010 at the
White Eagle Club commencing at 2.00pm.

Present:
A. Fabjanowski - Radio Committee
W. Horky - PHIA & PACS
T. Burzynska - Foundation of Z. Sek-Sekalska
. Bajkowski - Australia Poland Business Council
. Starczewska - Polish Seniors Club
. Plazinska - Kronika Polonii
. Wodzinska & |. Tomaszewska - Kolo Polek
. Kowalski - Wielkopolska
. Alwast - White Eagle Club
. Gancarz - President, Council of Polish Organisations in the ACT
. Roslan - Polish Language School, Phillip
W. Kiljanska-Calka [Internal Audit Committee]
H. Korab - SPK [current]
M. Stawski [Treasurer]
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Apologies: E. Rogoyska
Guests: J. Czerwinski; B. Skarbek; W. Burzynski; O. Kaczmarek
Meeting commenced at 2.20

1. Welcome

The President welcomed everyone and said the Treasurer was on his way. He asked for a minute’s silence
due to the Lragedy in Poland on the 10" April which took the lives of 97 heads and officials of the Polish
government.

Mrs Wodzinska from the Kolo Polek read out congratulations tor Mr Gancarz for getting the OAM for his
work with the ACT Polish community and Rotary. She gave him a card.

2. Prayer
Not said.

3. Election of the Chairperson, Secretaries and Assessors
The following people were unanimously elected as Chairperson: Arek Fabjanowski; Secretary: Wanda
Horky; Two assessors: Marek Stawski, Wiesiek Burzynski.

The President handed the meeting to the Chair who said everyone would have the opportunity to put
forward their opinions and discuss what was on the agenda. This meeting was to elect a new Executive as
the last AGM was five years ago.

4. Check of the mandates = 20
The Treasurer said that at the June 2009 special meeting mandates were increased to 540 or 20
members/mandate,

After some discussion regarding the statuses and representation of the two SPK’s [original and closed;
current with new committee] at the Council the Chair asked the original SPK what their status was.
Skarbek said the original SPK wants to be involved in the Polish community in Canberra and he is
representing SPK Australia. The Chair proposed and accepted by Mr Skarbek that he is representing SPK
Australia and is a guest here and cannot vote. This was accepted by the floor. The current SPK would be
the only SPK to vote today.

20 mandates permitted to vote:
5 mandates for White Eagle Club

3 mandates each for: Polish Language School, Phillip; Seniors Club
2 mandates each for: SPK [current]; Australia Poland Business Council



1 mandate each for: Kolo Polek; PACS; PHIA, Wielkopolska; Cultural Foundation of Z. Sek-Sekalska.

5. Minutes of the 2003 AGM and the Special General Meeting 2009
Kowalski said this was an error and should be 2005.

The minutes of the 2005 and 2009 meetings were tabled.

6. President’s report

The President gave a verbal report of his incumbency and reasons for delaying the elections. His
difficulties in having to take on various executive roles particularly the lack of a Secretary ably but partly
filled by Wanda Calka; the Council and his personal workloads; lack of a candidate for President.

He thanked Horky for her cooperation and Kowalski in organising this meeting. He will submit a written
report in about 7-10 days.

Bajkowski thanked the President for taking on the various roles over these years. Chair said there
wouldn't be any vote to accept the report because it hadn’t been written. Accepied.

7. Treasurer's report
The Treasurer took on this function in April 2006. The 2005/6 financial statements given to Office of
Regulatory Services but the outstanding ones for 2006-2009 not completed.

He read in English a statutory declaration of his activities and the $2,600 not accounted for in the form of
$2100 cash; $500 cheque anomalies from A. Gancarz. This was tabled. He read Paul Taylor, the auditor's
statement which confirmed that $2,600 was unaccounted. This was tabled.

He gave a verbal account of the financial affairs for 2009/2010. That Wilczynski Trust is not a fund and its
use should be carefully guided and must have the approval of the members of this trust who are
responsible for its management. Current amount is $52,300.

The annual expenditure for the Council was $1,200 per year for: Rada Naczelna membership; Multicultural
Forum membership; $120 CT advertisement for the 3 May; PO Box ; Internet website and domain name.

The Chair asked abcut the income and expenditure statements which weren’t tabled. The Treasurer said
the 2006-2009 statements were with the external auditor.

The President expects that all the financial statements will be submitted to the Qffice of Regulatory
Services by the 30 May.

Gancarz reply
Gancarz didn't know about statutory declaration. He takes responsibility but there were difficulties in
communicating with the Treasurer.

For the first three years of his presidency [2003-5] he paid for Council expenses he incurred out of his own
pocket and did not keep any receipts which he should have done. In 2005 onward he began keeping them
because he needed to be reimbursed.

A 15 minute interval called for at 4.00pm. The meeting resumed at 4.10.

Bajkowski said the Treasurer’s report should be set aside because there are many issues which imply
potentially criminal behaviour. Gancarz should be able to respond in writing. After much discussion the
President proposed, and unanimously agreed, that a small committee examine Gancarz's expenses for
possible reimbursement. The committee to consist of Roslan, Stawski, Gancarz, Fabjanowski, Wanda C.
To meet on 21 April at 7.00 pm at the White Eagle Club.

8. Internal Audit’s Report
Not provided.

9. Election of the President

One written proposal from Wielkopolska and seconded by Stawski: Kowalski. He accepted under the
condition that everyone is to work cooperatively with him.

Yoled: 18 yes,; Z abstentions



The Chair stepped down and handed over to the new President Mr Kowalski. The floor thanked Mr
Fabjanowski for conducting the meeting.

10, Election of the Committee

The following people were unanimously elected as the Executive Committee:

Marek Stawski [conditional to the end of this financial year], Joe Czerwinski [Secretary], Wanda Horky
[Vice-President], W. Burzynski [Public Officer]

11. Election of the Internal Audit Committee
The following were unanimously elected: A. Wozniak, J. Kaczmarek, W. Calka

12. General business [new President’s statement)

The incoming President talked about the crisis of the Council and was going to quickly remove the
possibility of its de-registration. He was not taking any responsibility for the financial affairs to date until
they have been clarified.

The Council must cooperate because it is getting smaller. The White Eagle Club, Polish Language School
and Kronika are the three major activities around which the rest of the community revolves,

He wants the building of the White Eagle Club placed on the ACT heritage list. Kronika writes the history
of the Polish Canberra community and he will find a resolution to their problem of finding money for the
issues. Plazinska asked if the Council could give Krenika money for either a June or July issue. President
said a budget must be done.

He found encouraging the new initiative by the new Krasncludki crganised by Kasia Mikolajczak and the
Polish Mother’s Circle. The Seniors Club and other arganisations would also be supported by the Council.

The next meeting will be a special general meeting on 25 May Tuesday on 18.30 to finalise the financial
matters prior Lo lodgement with ORS.

Stawski moved a motion that the new President with Wanda H. and Treasurer will write into the
condolence book. The President will draft a text.

Motion: Eva Roslan thanked Mr Gancarz and the outgoing committee for their worlk.

Fabjanowski said the post office box key, Council stamps, cheque book be handed over to the new
President. This to be done this week.

Close of the meeting - closed at 17.10
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Council of Polish Organizations in the ACT (inc)

President’s Report
from 11 April 2010 ending November 2010

at the Annual Generai Meeting of the Councii of Polish Organisations in ACT

Introduction

It is my pleasure to present to you the 2010 report from 11 April 2010, ie: from the time | was
elected the President of the Council.

The time of my election was unusual as also was this year in the history of the Council and
therefore it requires some brief explanation for the record.

Since 2005 the Council did not held on annual general meetings (AGM's), elections of the
executive committee or present Annual Reports (AR) as required by the Associations
Incorporation Act 1991, and was therefore in serious crisis situation over the last several
years.

The Office of Regulatory Services (ORS) former Government Registrar, listed the Council
definitely for deregistration in the first quarter of 2010. In view of this imminent threat to the
existence of the Council as a V-president at the time | have undertaken with consent of the
Council’'s executives, appropriate action in order to restore the legal status of the Council.

My request of 6 February 2010 to ORS on behalf of the Council (attach.1) for permission to
hold a Special AGM and for extension of time to present outstanding annual reports was
considered by the ORS in a letter of 9 March 2010. (attach. 2)

In this context | have organised the Special AGM which was held on 11 April 2010 at which
new Executive Committee was elected.

For the record:

a. | would like to stress that ORS introduced stricter enforcements of deregistration for
any organisations not complying with regulations. Previously a three year period was
in place. That period has now been shortened to two years. (attach.3)

b. | have alerted all the Council's members about the critical situation of our legal status
as early as in January 2009 (attach.4)

c. No written report for any period from 2005 until 71 April 2010 has as yet been
received from the former Council's President.

A year in review

Council’s role

- One of the Council’s major roles is to represent in an united voice all the member
organisations to the ACT Government, Polish Embassy and all other Polish and
Australian organisations.



The current Council will focus on good cooperation within the organisation and
especially on restoring our authority and reputation as a functional corporate body
instead of being a body dominated by its leader.

Actions and evenis

. Commemorating Mass.
For the deceased leaders of Poland at the Smolensk air disaster commemorated at
St Christopher’s Cathedral on 15 Aprit 2010.

Qur Ambassador requested me to take a role of a plenipotentiary of the Polish
Embassy in order to cooperate with the Archbishop’s office in organisation of the
Mass.

It has to be said that the Mass was celebrated very solemnly by the Archbishop
assisted by two Bishops and Polish clergy. The Archhishop delivered a marvellous
homily and altogether the celebration at the St Christopher's Cathedra was most
edifying in every way.

The Council extended in a letter special thanks to the Archbishop for the celebration
of the requiem.

. 3™ May Constitution Day
There was no celebration in this year by general agreement, because of the
extended national mourning for the victims of the Smolensk’s air disaster.

Preparations of outstanding annual reports.

For yrs 2007,8 and 2009, were in full swing since the Special AGM. It was an urgent
and difficult and time consuming task which the Treasurer had to complete within

a limited time as demanded by the rules of association.

The problem of missing financial documents had to be resolved by setling up a
Special Commission to assist the Treasurer in order to clarify the issue of some
expendiiure. ;

As soon as the financial reports were compieted and audited, the Special General
Meeting was called on 25 May 2010, at which the reports were in due course
approved and subsequently presented to the ORS.

Independent Chopin Committee under the Council’s umbrella,

For the celebration of the Chopin Year in 2010, there was set up an independent
Chopin Committee under the Council’s umbrella for administrative reasons and with
Council's support whenever possible. The committee under the leadership of the
Council's V-President Wanda Horky, proved to be exiremely successful and was an
example how much could be achieved with a well organised and devoted team.
The Chopin Fantasia Ball in Novernber with an atiractive arrangement and
programme was a fine finishing touch of the successful Chopin's Year celebration in
Canberra.

New member organisation “Krasnoludkj ©

The Council welcome warmly new polish organisation “Krasnoludki” led by the
member of Wielkopolska Folkloric Dance Group K.Mikolajezak. Krasnoludki is a lively
organisation (ca 40 members) of young couples with preschaol children. Krasnoludki
presented well prepared, charming and colourful performance at the celebration of
the Polish National Independence Day of 11 November.

Kronika Polonii {Polish Chronicle)



One of our very important pillars of the Polish Community.

The new team set up at the beginning of this year, with Coordinator Mrs Aleksandra

Plazinska continue editing and distributing the Chronicle twice a year due to financial
constraints. Two veterans of the Chronicle resigned, Mr A. Fabjanowski and former

Coordinator Mr A. Drozda.

In September the Chronicle applied for the $800.- grant to the Multicultural
Department of ACT not being aware that the previous grant for the yr 2008/2 was not
accounted for as required in the terms of grant, in December 2009 and therefore the
Chronicle was not eligible for another grant.

Unfortunately, the former receiver of grant, Chronicle’s then coordinator responsible
for the usage of the grant, did not account for the monies so granted nor did he hand
over any accounts signifying that the monies were spent in accordance with the
conditions of the grant.

Your present executives will try to recover any relevant document, clarify the issue
and produce required accounting for the grant in order to open the way for any
applications in the future.

In this critical situation the president approached the Multicultural Department of ACT
requesting a reconsideration of the application on condition that he will personally
deliver accounting for the previous grant as soon as possible.

The President’s request was considered favourably and a grant of the reduced
amount of $500 was allowed.

In order for better internal functioning of the Chronicle within the Council two
accounting initiatives are being introduced:

special bank sub-account for the Chronicle in order to facilitaie and have an
accountable distinction of its financial operations,

a memorandum of co-operation which outlines the areas of responsibility of Council’s
Executives and the Chronicle, and which in this age of costly disputes will provide
protection to the editorial staff from any law suits.

The present working paper will be, after due consideration be drafted into a
memaorandum format by the Secretary, delineating areas of responsibility, to lessen
the duplication of effort and to properly assign o the executive tasks that are
presently not being addressed.

Other achievements

On the positive side it have to be noted that all member organisations of the Council
carry on successfully services in their respective areas and deserve our support and
thanks for their achievements.

White Eagle Club.
Especially | would like to acknowledge excellent revitalisation of the Club under the
current Committee led by the President Barbara Alwast, which is becoming once

again a lively place to have a meal and spend some time, and most importantly hosts
with a professional touch various functions for our community.

Club Seniora



















































